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Several new plans and models of Philoſophy have been framed, and 
many new hypotHeſes have been raiſed in all ſorts of learning; and = 
every one of them has been ranſacked to furniſh matter for unbelief. | 
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M. DCC. LXXXVII. 


AN 


Lo 


T O 


YOUNG STUDENTS, &c. 


GENTLEMEN, 


I Have read Dr. Prieſtley” s Letters to you, 


with an equal mixture of pity and abhor- 
rence: and though I think it unlikely 


that you ſhould not, under that appearance 


of candour and regard for your preſent and 


future happineſs, diſcover an intention of 
the moſt dangerous kind, yet J cannot pre- 


vail with myſelf, without any deſign of 


_ proceeding farther in the controverſy, to be 
filent; when J think an opportunity is af- 
forded me of endeayouring, at leaſt, to ob- 


B viate 


IS lin 


E 
viate the miſchief intended by theſe Letters. 
But, firſt, I muſt obſerve to you, what I 


doubt not you are before-hand with me in 
having perceived, the extreme want of cau- 
tion and prudence, as well as the want of 
decency, in your new Inſtructor: furely it 
was wonderfully indiſcreet, not to habituate 
you by degrees to an utter contempt of 
things ſacred; and to an abſolute rejection 
of that authority which you have always 
been taught to revere : ſuch /irong meat 


as this is not ſuited to every ſtomach ; 


and leaſt of all is the ingenuous mind of 
a young man prepared to receive it with- 


out difguſt : yet this bold Empiric thinks 


he has nothing to do but to exhibit his 


noftrum, and that, deteſtable as it is, it 


will be ſwallowed with avidity : and he 
promiſes you that its effect will be like the 


honey taſted by Jonathan, 1 Sam. xiv. 27. 


that your eyes will be enlightened—En- 
lightened, for what purpoſe ? —To ſee that 
you are—-without a Soul, without a Bible 
that is worth your attention, without a 
Church; without a Saviour. Ol comfortable 


exchange [ 


„ 
exchange! O! MUL TA ET MAGNA PRO· 
FESSUS! This is the end at which all his 
endeavours aim; this is the ſituation in 


which he is thus ſolicitous to place you. 


And will you not account the man your 


beſt friend, that ſhall briug you ſuch glad 


tidings of emancipation from the ſhackles of 
vulgar prejudices, with which your fore-fa- 


thers, the wiſeſt and beſt of men, have been 
holden in bondage for ſo many centuries? 
Do you not already diſcover, in this Paragon 


of learning, the wiſdom of the Ancients, the 


efſ-nce of diſcernment, a ſuperior inſight 
into the hidden decrees of Heaven, the mo- 
deſty of an humble faith, an acquieſcence 


in the Revelation of God, and a juſt ab- 
horrence of a too curious inveſtigation of 
ſuch myſteries, as were never intended to 


be made the ſubjects of explanation, but 


are to be received on the authority of Truth 
itſelf? Do you not diſcover, at firſt ſight, 
His artful compariſon of an implicit be- 
lief of the doctrine of the Trinity, with an 
implicit admiſſion of the doctrine of Tran- 


ſubſtantiation; which A moment 8 reflection 
B 2 will 
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will convince you have not the moſt diſtant 
relation to each other ? 


Your new Teacher well knows, that if 


he can perſuade you to fee any thing 15 


Popery in the admiſſion of this article o 
faith, which he thinks it his duty, * if poſ- 


fible, to explode, he has a ſure hold upon 
your apprehenſions, and will find no diffi- 
culty in exciting an alarm in your breaſts : 
But here, again, Gentlemen, the zeal of 


this Reformer precipitates him into ex- 
treme indiſcretion ; and he really treats you 

like children, when he ſuppoſes you cannot 
lee the difference between a doctrine which 


tends to impoſe upon your ſenſes and your 


underſtanding, and a doctrine which is pro- 
poſed as the ſubject of your faith, and which, 


as ſuch, addreſſes itſelf ſimply to the mind, 
without becoming in object of your ſenſes 
at all. Becauſe Gop himſelf is pleaſed to 
declare; in the Oracles of Divine Truth, that 

He exiſts in a manner inexplicable to my 
limited capacity, yet by no means contra- 
ditory to my reaſon ; does it hence follow, 


that 
* ger 8 to Mr. Pitt, 


5 


that I muſt believe, what is no where de- 


clared, that the conſecrated bread in the 


Holy Communion is a portion of that very 


body, which ſuffered on the croſs at Jeruſa- 


lem near 1800 years ago? Dr. Prieſtley, 


SGentlemen, aſſure yourſelves, does not be- 
lieve, that any ſuch conſequence would 
reſult from your belief of the doctrine of 
the Trinity; he has too much ſenſe to be- 
lieve it; and he only hopes, that you may 
be affrighted with this bugbear, and fly 
from it with abhorrence, without waiting 
a moment to examine it. 


But you are not to be thus eaſily impoſed 
upon: you may not, perhaps, as yet have paid 
much attention to theological enquiries ; 
your thoughts and application may have 
been otherwiſe directed; but Iam ſu ppoſing 


you, now, as Dr. P. does, to be ſeriouſly 


addreſſing yourſelves to ſubjects of infinite 
importance, and qualifying yourſelves to 


become the inſtructors of others in the 
principles and duties of Chriſtianity. You 
did, on your matriculation, declare your 


aſſent 


aſſent to thoſe articles of our religion, 
which are generally, and I hope univer- 
fally, ſubmitted- to examination, previous 
to every ſubſcription : they are, I know, 
in many ſeminaries, conſtantly made the 
ſubje& of ſerious attention, before the 

ſcholar is diſmiſſed from his Maſter's, and 
configned to his Tutor's care. The Gover- 
nors of the Univerſity expect that an enquiry 
be made, whether the young perſon about 
to ſubſcribe has obtained a competent 
knowlege of the Articles before his ſub- 
ſcription : Dr. P. I ſuppoſe, does not ex- 
pect, that the party about to ſubſcribe, (an 
youth of 17 or 18 years of age) ſhould 
have entered into an accurate and a critical 
enquiry into the nature, the truth, the 
ſcriptural authority of the ſeveral articles; 
even he will, I apprehend, be ſatisſied, if 
the ſubſcriber go no farther at preſent than 
to declare, thar he believes they contain 
nothing con trary to the Holy Scriptures. 
In which behef, Lam perſuaded, Gentle- 
men, you will be farther eſtabliſhed, when, 
in your riper years, before your 4a den 
into 


7 
into Holy Orders, you ſhall have given ther 
a more mature and deliberate examination: 
I ſhall not aſk Dr. P.'s permiſſion to de- 
clare, that you will find them, for the moſt 
part, confirmed, in a very extraordinary 
manner, by the authority of the word of 
Gor; and as ſuch, laying that claim to 
your reſpect, which I truſt it will never be 
in the power of Dr. P. or ten thouſand ſuch 
innovators as himſelf, to warp or diminiſh 
in your minds. FT 


To follow this bold maintainer of falſe 
doctrines through all his mazes of hereſy 
and infidelity, is a work which would an- 
ſwer no good purpoſe to thoſe whom af- 
fection prompts me to ↄddreſs, and would 
be a moſt diſguſting employment of that 
time, which I wiſh to ꝓppropriate to more 
uſeful, as well as more agrecable, purpoſes. 
I ſhall tnerccuce, Gentlemen, inſiſt only on 
that part of his argument, which is directed, 
with a degree of malignity ſcarcely to be 
equalled by any man that calls himſelf a 
Chriſtian, againſt the Divinity of Chriſt. 

: 5 1 


[43 
And here, I fear, I ſhall be accuſed of only 
beating over the old ground, without the 
fainteſt expectation of being able to ſtart 


any freſh game, or preſenting you with any 


new arguments againſt his impious decla- 


rations, reſpecting the Author and Finither | 
of our faith. Indeed, ſo much has been 


ſaid, and it has been ſo well faid, on the 


ſubject, that in vain would it be expected 


that any thing more can be done, than merely 


to place the ſame object before you in a dif- 


ferent point of view: they who venture to 


1 


walk in the path already trodden by Water- 
land, Beveridge, Bull, to ſay nothing of 
writers, in no reſpect inferior to theſe, of 


modern and very recent date, cannot hope 
to do more, than urge their arguments in a 


ſomewhat different way; while they ear- 


neſtly recommend it to you to conſult thoſe 


venerable writers for your farther ſatisfac- 
tion on this eſſential article of the chriſtian 


faith. 


Firſt then I affirm, that, though no 
propoſition is more ſtrictly true, than that 
3 there 
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„ 
there is but One Gop, yet is it equally 
true, that this Being ſubſiſts in a Plurality 
of Perſons, every one of them eſſentially and 
eternally Gop; and that on this great truth 


_ 
a 3 
— a N 


was founded the commiſſion delivered to 


the firſt preachers of the Goſpel by Chriſt | 


himſelf, when he ſent them forth to make 
diſciples of all nations, baptizing them in 


= the NAM of the Father, and of the Son, 


and of the Holy Ghoſt : it was not, there- 


fore, neceſſary that the Sacred Writings 
ſhould be mutilated, in order to get rid of a 


_ candid and unprejudiced mind, which de- 
in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the 


one eſſence or being. The doctrine af 
a Plurality of Perſons in the Godhead by no 


meets us in ipſo imine, at our very entrance 
on the ſtudy of the Word of Gop ; it ac- 
companies us throughout the ſacred vo- 
lame ; our faith in the doctrine is ſupported 


Clares that there are Three that bear record 


means reſts on this foundation alone: it 


in almoſt every page of it; and we are never 
„„ 4 EERID left 


text, ſufficiently authenticated to ſatisfy any * 


Holy Ghoſt, and that theſe Three are One; © 


T is 3 


left to the feeble efforts of a vain Philoſo- 


phy, which is fo ready to exalt itſelf above 
the Wiſdom of Gop. 


2dly, The WorD, the ſecond of theſe 


divine Perſons, ſecond in order, as to the 


economy of man's ſalvation, though with- 


out any diſparity with reſpect to eſſence, 
glory, power and majeſty, is declared to 
have been in the beginning with Gop, and 
to be God ; the brightneſs of his Father's 
glory ; the expreſs image of his perſon. He 


is called the So of God, with reſpect to the 


office which he vouchſafed to aſſume; and 
when he avowed himſelf to be the Son of 
the Bleſſed, and the Son of Gop, the treat- : 
ment which he met with from the Jews 


was preciſely that, which on Dr. Prieſtley's 
principles he would and muſt have expe- 
rienced at his hands. They cried out with 
indignation, * «© 'Thou blaſphemeſt,” becauſe 


he ſaid, he was the Son of Go: for that 


this was equivalent to a declaration that he 
was Gop, and therefore blaſphemy, is evi- 


dent from their reply to his meek expoſtu-. 


lation : « For a good work we ſtone thee 


* 


not ; 


5 
not; but for blaſphemy; and becauſe that 
thou, being a man, by aſſerting that thou art 


the Son of Gop, makeſt thyſelf Gop.” -+ 


Have you any doubt, Gentlemen, what 
part Dr. P. would have taken, had he been 


preſent on this occaſion? Would he not 


have been among the foremoſt of thoſe 
whoſe deteſtable hands were lifted up to 
deſtroy the Gop of their life, the Author of 


their everlaſting ſalvation? But his malice 


was reſerved to be exerted with accumu- 


lated guilt in theſe latter days : I fay with 

accumulated guilt ; becauſe the plea of ig- 
norance cannot be alledged in his excule, as 
it was in favour of thoſe Jews, for whom 


the all-gracious Sufferer intercedes, faying, 


* Father, forgive them, for they know not 


what they do: they erred through their ig- 


norance and their miſconception, and miſin- 


terpretation of the prophecies concerning the 
Meſſiah, which even the Doctor, I ſup- 


poſe, allows to have been in a great meaſure 


fulfilled. When they ſaw the veil of the 


temple rent in twain at his crucifixion, the 
graves open, the dead ariſe, the ſun eclipſed, 


C-2 and 


1 12 1 
and heaven, earth, and even the dead bearing 
teſtimony to the Divinity of the ſuffering A 


Meſſiah, they ſmote their breaſts, and were 
convinced that this was the Son of God. 


Dr. P. I ſuppoſe, believes that all this 
really happened ; and yet he is an unbe- | 
| liever : ſo much does his infidelity exceed ii 
that of the Jews. We have heard of per- it 
ſons who crucify the Son of God afreſh, and || 
put him to an open ſhame: let Dr. P. 1 
reflect whether he is not of this num- _ | 
her, while he avows it to be his de- | 
fign, to eſtabliſh opinions utterly derogatory EL h. 
from the truth, the innocence, the autho- 5 
rity, the divinity of your bleſſed Maſter; 
to diſſeminate doctrines ſubverſive of all rue | 
religion; to level his malignant influence 

_ againſt Moſes, againſt Chriſt, and againſt 
the inſpired Scriptures ; and, which i is not | 
the leaſt part of his miſchievous underta=  ' | 
king, to diſturb the receſſes of piety, learn- e 
ing, truth, and orthodoxy, by unſettling 
the minds of thoſe Who are about to ſtep 
forth, ornaments, we truſt, to the ſemi- 1 
naries 


1 13 


naries in which they have been inſtructed, 
and able defenders of thoſe doctrines which 
themſelves have been taught, 


zaly. That this Word is Ons with the 


Father, by a myſterious union which Dr. 
Prieſtly will not admit, becauſe it is beneath 
the dignity of a philoſopher to admit any 
thing which he cannot explain; you, Gen- 
tlemen, Iam ſure, will deſire no better au- 


thority than that of Chriſt himſelf, who 


may be ſuppoſed to know ſomething con- 


cerning his own nature and exiſtence. Hath 


he not then, zZo7zdem verbis, declared, I ; 
and my F ather are One?” Hath he not ſaid, 
cc He bat hath ſeen me hath ſeen the Pa- 1 


ther ?” Hath he not alſo ſaid, « in in the 
Father, and the Father in me? And doth 


he not appeal, for the ſatisfaction of the 
philoſophers of that time, to the works of 


Omnipotence which he wrought, as a proof : 
that he was as truly Gop, as he was truly 


Man? Doth he not, on various occaſions, 


demonſtrate. himſelf to be the Searcher of 


| ee. and acquainted with the znagina- 


tons i 
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tions of the thoughts ? And doth he not, by 


ſeveral expreſſions, prove that other attri- 
bute of the Deity, his Omnipreſence? In his 
converſation with Nathanael, is there not a 
proof of his Ubiquity! And alſo in the cure 
of diſeaſes, without any communication 
with the patient, even with a word, Thy 
ſon liveth,” at which moment he began to 
amend? Theſe, and innumerable other to- 
kens of the Deity reſiding in a mortal body, : 
would convince any man, whom an evil 


heart of unbelief hath not N blinded. 


That the Jews underſtood the Meſiah 


as claiming, by thoſe expreſſions of union, 


an equality with the Father, is evident by 


their ſecking to kill him; not only becauſe 
he had broken the ſabbath, by an omnipotent 


exerciſe of mercy, but had ſuid, that Gop 


was his Father, making bine, EQUAL 


WITH Gop. Our LORD acknowleges 
the juſtice of the inference ; and upon this 


pr inciple 1 it is, that he requires that all men 
ſhould honour the Son, EVEN As they honour 


the Father. How, in any ſer.ic of the 


words, 


| _ EE 

1 words, Dr. P. complies with this injunc- 

. ik tion, mult be left, Gentlemen, to your OWN 
. determination : I think you will not heſi- 

At tate to convict him of extreme impiety in 

this reſpect. 


Athly. Bile while we aſſert the Divinity 
of the Meſſiah as a truth incontrovertible by 
any Enquirer, who takes in the wHoLE of 
the evidence before him, and does not ſuf- 
fer himſelf to be miſled by a partial review 
of particular texts, which do, when fairly 
interpreted, in no wiſe contradict this doc- 
trine, we moſt readily admit, that the 
 Mefliah was as truly Man as he was Gop. 
Le feet, fays he, to kill me, a Man that 
hath told you the tru! th. How: otherwiſe, 
could he have exprei7ed himſelf, as a proper 
[-; fubject of their ſanguinary efforts to deſtroy 
bi him? That he zzcrea/ed both in wiſdom and 
| | ature, 15 as true of him, as of any mere 
mon; though not, I preſume, by the fame 
los degrees, if we may form our judgment 
of him from the ſituation in which his pa- 
rents found him at twelve years old. As 


16 1 


man, he a himſelf to the will of 
his father; nay, he was even ſubject to tlie 


will and commands of his reputed father, 


Poſeph, and his mother, Mary. It is not 
to be denied, that he declares to his diſciples, 
that if they knew, or even believed, what 
he had delivered to them concerning his 
union with the Father, they would rejoice, 
becauſe he ſaid, I go undo the Father ; for, 
he adds, my Father is greater than I. Is it 
not, Gentlemen, a fair ſolution of this dif- 
ficulty, under which the Socinian fancies 
that you are labouring, to ſuppoſe our bleſſed 
Lond to expreſs himſelf in ſome ſuch terms 
as theſe? * 


5 Becauſe 1 have told you, that I am 
about to be taken away from you, ſorrow 


hath filled your heart ; but if ye truly 


© loved me, and believed my words, ye 


& would rejoice that I am about to reſume 
ce that glory, which I had with the Father 
« before the world was; but which, for your 


ce ſakes, and the reſt of mankind, I have ſuf- 


£6 tered to be veiled with a trail and mortal 
80 . | 


. 


F 
„% body; for my Father is greater than I. 
* the glorious ſtate to which I ſhall be con- 
* ſigned on my departure from you, will 
be beyond all compariſon greater than 
< that ſtate in which you now behold me; 
« as poor, yet making many rich; as having 
«« nothing, and yet poſſeſſing all things.” 
Now, if the Doctor will not allow our Sa- 
viour to have ſpoken theſe words merely 
with reference to his humanity, he will be 
brought into this ſhocking dilemma, either 
that our bleſſed Lord underſtood nothing 
of his own nature, or that in what he ſpake 
concerning it, he was inconſiſtent with 
himſelf; for he had juſt now ſaid, I and 
my Father are One; Tam in the Father, and 
the Father is in me. In theſe paſſages as 
manifeſtly affecting his Divinity, as in theſe 
expreſſions of ſeeming inferiority his huma- 
nity is declared. But the Doctor has no 
objection, as it ſhould ſeem, to finding him- 
ſelf in this dilemma : the fallibility of the 
man Chriſt Jeſus, / Horreſco referens ! and 
his peccability, will extricate him with 
perfect cafe. He that is fallible, may ſurely 
2 = be 


EN 


be allowed to be ignorant; and he that 18 
peccable, is in no reſpect to be depended 
on. Be ſuch imaginations, Gentlemen, 


concerning your Redeemer, your Mediator, 


and your Judge, as far as hell itſelf from 
your e 


When the Saviour of the world had of- 


fered himſelf on the altar of the croſs, a 
full, perfect, and ſufficient ſacrifice, obla- 


tion, and ſatisfaction, for the ſins of the 
whole world, the gracious purpoſe of his 5 


coming being thus fulfilled, you hear him 
declaring that ALL POWER 7s given unto 
him, in heaven and on earth : but you will 
not conceive. this to be any new grant of 
power; or that he had received it as a gift, 


or by way of recompence, in conſequence 


of any merit by virtue of his ſufferings and 


death, The words are equivalent to All 
power is mine, in heaven and on earth. 5 
What he ſays of himſelf in other places 
amounts to the ſame thing; and on this au- 
thority he grounds the validity of his com- 


miſmon to his Apoſtles to go forth into 


the 
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ee 
the world, and make diſciples among all 
nations. 


You will obſerve, Gentlemen, : as if it 
were moſt graciouſly to guard you againſt 
the wiles of the adverſaries of your Kick; 

that in numberleſs inſtances, when any thing 
is ſpoken of the Meſſiah, which, being 
ſpoken of him as Man, may ſeem to imply 
infirmity or inferiority, ſomething is im- 
mediately added moſt ſtrongly characteriſtic 
of Divinity. For example: The Son of 
Man hath power on earth to forgive fins. 
The Doctor will tell you, “ This power is 
delegated, and not inherent ;” and thus it 
is that he and his brethren get rid of every 
claim, which our Saviour makes to any of 
the attributes of the Deity. But it is alſo 
ſaid, that he Son of Man hall come in Is 
oN glory, and in his Father's, and of the 

holy Angels. What do I hear? The Meſ- 
ſiah, this fallible, peccable Man, aſſerting 

HIS OWN glory, and even ſpeaking of it, 
before that of V Father! Methinks, Gen- 
tlemen, I ſee your new Inſtructor and Guide 
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in religious matters, ready to caſt the firſt 


ſtone at this ——— I leave him to ſupply - 


the epithet. Again, Ye ſhall ſee the Son of 


Man fitting on the right hand of Power, 
and coming in the clouds of heaven. What 
ſaid the High Prieſt to this? The very ſame 
that Dr. P. on his own principles, and in 
his own view of the ſubject, muſt have ſaid: 
Ye have heard the blaſphemy : what think 
ye? He is worthy of death. Nothing is fo 


eaſy, as, on the arguments of Dr. Prieſtley, 


to convict the Gop of all truth, the all- 


righteous Saviour of mankind, the moſt 


holy and immaculate Jesvs, of the fin of 


B— = 5 


When I view his gracious condeſcenſion 
to the ſcruples of the incredulous Diſciple ; 


when I behold him vouchſafing to exhibit 
his hands, his feet, and his wounded ſide, 


to ſatisfy the demands of Thomas; and when 


I hear this diſciple crying out, in the fulneſs. 


of his conviction, MY LORD, and MY 


GOD; could I perſuade myſelf (which 


Heaven forbid that either I, or any of you, 
ſhould 


_— 


B 1 
ſhould ever do!) to adopt Dr. Prieſtley's 


ſentiments, I ſhould expect to hear ſome 
dreadfully ſevere rebuke, condemning the 
idolatrous veneration of St. Thomas, thus 
deifying a fallible, peccable mortal like him 
ſelf; or I ſhould expect to fee the judgment 
of Heaven inflicted, as it was on another 


occaſion, on a mere man, appropriating to 


himſelf a Divine appellation, acquieſcing 
in the offering of Divine honours, and ac- 
cepting the incommunicable name of the 
Lok D JEHovaAn. 


laben of this, what is the conduct of 
our Saviour? I hear a bleſſing pronounced, 


to which Dr. P. and his friends muſt, I 


ſuppoſe, have long fince reſigned even the 


moſt diſtant pretenſions. Thomas, becauſe 
thou haſt jeen me, thou haſt believed. be- 


leved what? That, ſurely, which thou haſt 


this moment declared ; that I am thy Lok 


and thy Gop. . od are they that have 


wot ſeen, and yet have believed, that I am 


their Lord and their Gop. In vain will 
any candid perſon, in vain, indeed, will any 
man 
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man of common ſenſe have recourſe to the 
frivolous argument, that theſe words con- 
tain nothing more than a rapturous exch- 
mation, an indecent expreſſion of wonder 
and aſtoniſhment. It was the natural effect 


of a perfect conviction, that he who had 


told them he had porto 79 lay drwn his life, 


and had power to take it again; and had by 


is reſurrection demonſtrated this to be true, 
could be no other than the fame whom the 
Prophets had deſcribed under the character 
of EMMANUEL, THE MIGHTY Gor ; and 
whom the Apoſtles afterwards ſtile THE 
Al MIOHT Y; G0D BLESSED FOR EVER z 
that Divine Perſon, in whom dwelt all the 
Fulneſs of the Godhead bodily. On the re- 


cital of which text, I am induced to point 


out to -your obſervation a circumſtance, 
which perhaps may have occurred to your- 
{elves in reading a ſimilar paſſage in the 
Epiſtle to the Coloſſians ; where there is an 
inſertion of words in the Engliſh tranſla- 
tion, for which there is no authority in the 
origina} Greek ; and by which the argu- 


ment in favour wp the eſſential Divinity of 


Chriſt 
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Chriſt is very conſiderably weakened : we 
read that © it pleaſed the Father, that in him, 
the Mess1an, ſhould all fulneſs dwell.” 


This is ſuch a grant as Dr. P. would con- 


tend for, and rejoice. in being able to eſta- 
bliſh. 


Hoe Tthacus velit, S nag us mercetu.— 


But, unhappily for his cauſe, the words, 


as they ſtand, are expreſsly contrary to 
his degrading ſentiments of the Meſſiah. 


They are thele : 0! ty avi dre (not To 


Halo) T&v 10 TA1 pug Ne ν,Eht;. 15 It is ſimply 
todlanoe, it ſeemed good, or he thought fit, 
that in himſelf ſhould dwell all fulneſs of 


wiſdom, power, mercy, glory, majeſty, 


and divinity. Not ſo does it ſeem good to 


Dr. P. To him it ſeemeth right that im- 


perfection, imbecillity, fallibility, pecca- 


bility, infirmity, and mere humanity, ſuch 


as belongeth in ordinary to the ſons of men, 


ſhould be predicated of the Saviour of man- 
kind: Ye have heard, Gentlemen, Dr... 


B : what think ye? Ye know full 


well what ſpirit ye ſhould be of; and ye 
| {ſcorn to reply, what would otherwiſe be ob- 


vious 
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vious to your minds, on the common prin- 


ciples of reverence for the inſulted majeſty 
of Gop your Saviour: and while you think | 


: that ſuch an atrocious offender could not be 


A 
1 


too ſeverely puniſhed, you will rather re- 
turn his impious endeavours to pervert you, 
with prayers for his illumination, convic- 
tion, and eternal falvation. In the mean 
while, you will do well carefully to exa- 
mine for yourſelves, 


Nullius addicti jurare in 2 verba Mag! ri: 


and leaſt of all diſpoſed to call Dr. P. your 


xaInynlnc in matters of relizion. The 


Doctor, it is well known, in his early days 


believed 720 much; maintaining thoſe Cal- 


viniſtic doctrines which are co tradicted by 
every worthy notion of wiſdom, and 200d- 


neſs, and juſtice in the Gop of heaven ; in 
his more advanced years he is as unreſerved 


an Unbeliever, rejecting almoſt every article 
of the Chriſtian faith, and having reduced 
his creed almoſt within the compaſs of that 
of the moſt philoſophical Deiſt in the 


> world. 


I might 
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E 
I might here, Gentlemen, be juſtified, TI 
think, in leaving Dr. Prieſtley under yout 
juſt diſpleaſure, for having offered an equal 


affront to your piety and your judgment, in 
ſuppoſing you would leave thoſe c:/terns, out 
of which you have been accuſtomed freely 


to draw the waters 6f truth and knowlege, 
for thoſe broken cifterns which will hold no 


oater ; but you will probably expect that 


I ſhould not adopt the Doctor's mode of 


declamation, without coming to the point; 
and therefore I will requeſt your attention 
to the few following Remarks on thoſe very 
mtereſing Letters, with which the Doctor 
has thought proper to trouble you. | 


LETTER I ont Susfeription to Ar- 
ticles of Faith makes the {abject of the 
Doctor's Firſt Letter to you; in which he 


introduces himſelf to your benevolent re- 
ception as a ranger; come to do that for 


you, which he preſently tells you your Pro- 


feſſors and Tutors are unable to do, not 


having been in the way of having their 
own attention called to the Articles of their 
E F *aith 
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Faith ſo much as his has been ;” for which þ 
cauſe ** they will naturally be leſs explicit 
In their inſtructions.” Now this, I really 
think, is not calculated to inſpire you with 
mach. reſpect either for your Tutors or Pro- 
feſſors; who, it may be reaſonably ſuppoſed, 
have not been inattentive to the ſubjects 
which they profeſs to teach you, and who, 
therefore, though leſs explicit, may be 
equally well qualified to inſtruct you. The = 
Love , Truth, the Doctor aſſures you, is at 
the bottom of all his conduct; and his end | 
will be anſwered, if you ſhould {ce things 
in a new and juſter light than you have hi- 


new light, is moſt unqueſtionable ; in how 
much /uſter light they will appear, when. 
ſet before you by Dr. Prieſtley, it may be 
difficult to fay : if the Word of Gop, and 
not the reaſonings of vain and fallible men, =» 
is made the critcrion of truth on theſe ſub- 

| jets, things can never appear in a juſter 

light, than when they are exhibited to © your 

faith by the Holy Scripture. 
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The Doctor tells you, that not much of 
your time will be loſt in reading his Letters 
to you; but the conſequence of your en- 


1 gaging in the controverſy would be, that 
you would find your whole time and atten- 
tion engroſſed by it: only purſue the plan 
laid down p. 55, and you need not think T 
of reading any ching elſe. 


In p. 44, the Doctor reminds you of the ; 


great honour and importance of the ſtation 


which you are deſtined to fill; and he wiſhes 


you to be truly ſenſible of the honour and 
importance of it; not to make you proud 
of the rank 1t will give you, but to inſpire 


you with an earneſt defire, and a laudable 


ambition to diſcharge the duties of it in the 


beſt manner. To this, Gentlemen, which 
T think is highly worthy of your attention, 
I need only add—Fas eft & ab hoſte doceri. 


The Doctor lays down this poſition, viz. 
that in order to teach Religion with advan- 
tage to others, it ought to be well under- 
ſtood by yourſelves. Moſt undoubtedly : 

E 2. but 
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but then we are not quite agreed what is 
here meant by Religion the Doctor means 
the ſpeculative points of Faith; I ſhould 
rather mean the duties, obligations, and 
performances of Religion: he tells you that 
Articles of Faith are things of moment; and 
ſo indeed they are; infomuch that I am 
amazed to find them trifled with as they are 
in the Doctor's writings. But ſurely he 
does not require you to fit down to a minute 


enquiry into them, as though they were ſo 


| many propoſitions to be ſatisfactorily ex- 
; plained, as the proper ſubjects of human rea- 
ſoning, and not to he received and acquieſced 


in, on the authority of divine inſpiration. 


The Doctor feems to have no idea, that 
Faith is the Gift of Gor: he conſiders it 
as the offspring of our own enquiries; and 


not as eſtabliſhed on the well-authenticated 
declarations of Gop's Holy Word. 


In p. 48, he calls upon you, fans cere- 
monie, as perſons who have unintentionally 
done wrong, in ſubſcribing the Articles of 
the Church of England, which, he fays, 


« you 
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© you did not know to be true, or might 
have known to be falſe,” to conſider your- 
ſelves as not having ſubſcribed at all: and 
1 he adde, that © truth and uprightneſs re- 
{ adiuire that you renounce the Subſcription, and 
fo every thing conſequent upon it.“ But ſurely, 
_ Gentlemen, common prudence requires, that 
you adhere to this ſubſcription ; at leaſt till — 
you are thoroughly convinced, that you 
ſabſcribed what was not true; quad eff uw” 
bandum. 


He concludes, p. 49, with a ſevere re- 
prehenſion of thoſe Arians and Socinians 
who hold their principles and their prefer- 
ments, though they are utterly incompatible 
with each other. And here his cenſure is but 
too well grounded ; and while we pity thoſe 
whom the falſe reaſonings of Dr. P. and 
others have ſeduced, and ſo perverted their 
minds as to induce them to ſacrifice all 
conſiderations of intereſt to the dictates of 
conſcience, we cannot but highly eſteem 
them, as acting upon principle ; while we 
deteſt the remn mockery of thoſe, who, in 


order. 
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order to hold their lucrative preferments, 
and their dignified benefices, are not afraid 
to draw nigh unto their Saviour with their 
lips, and openly miniſter in the ſervice of 
his Church, while heir hearts are far from 
Lim; and they believe, with Dr. Prieſtley, 
p. 54, that the Service of the Church of 


En gland i 18 idolatrous, 


Jorma II. Study of the Doftrine 


of the Trinity is the ſubject of the Doctor's 
Second Letter: on which I have one ſhort 
obſervation to make; viz, that the Doctrine 
of the Trinity is not the ſubject of fudy : 
and I apprehend that on this topic the 
Doctor has fairly /udied himſelf into unbe- 


lief. The truth of Divine Revelation 
may indeed moſt properly engage our time, 


and the beſt of our faculties, and the utmoſt 
exertion of our reaſon to examine; and the 


more it is enquired into, the greater will be 


its glory, the more firmly will it be eſta- 


bliſhed : but when Divine Revelation is 


once authenticated by all the evidence, in- 


ternal and external, of which it is capable, 


and Gop is known, as far as human reaſon 
can 
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can judge, to have revealed to the ſons of 
men his nature, his attributes, his will, 


and his commands; I know not with 
what propriety that Study which the Doc- 


tor recommends, can be applied to a doc- 


trine, which, after all the refearches of 


the wiſeſt of men, muſt be declared to be 
too wonderful for us; it is too high for 
our n ae ein and we cannot 
attain to it: nay, it never was intended that 


we ſhould fully comprehend it in our preſent 
ſituation: we An now only in part; the 


perfect comprehenſion of this myſtery is re- 
ſerved for that ſtate, which the zeal of your 


new Reformer is ſo impaticnt as preſump- 


tuouſly to anticipate. He cannot endure 
to wait for the accompliſhment of that pro- 


miſe, to which every humble and faithful 
ſervant of Gop looks forward with hope 


and delight; when that which is preſent pe '& 


ſhall come, and when that which is in part 


{hall be done away. Let neither the Doctor, 
nor yourſelves, Gentlemen, be alarmed; we 


are by no means decrying the uſe of Reaſon 
in matters of religion; but let her be re- 


ſtrained within her proper ſphere; and let 


not 
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il = not the as of Faith be :ndiſcriminately 
5 | blended with the ſubjects of Reaſon and 
i  Knowlege. The want of this diſtinction it 

{© 3s, which has occafioned Dr. P. fo much f 
(| trouble, and rendered his writings ſo miſ- 

| chievous to ſociety. He affects to &now, — 
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what he is required only to believe; and I 7 
ET | think he may read his own character moſt | 
| | . exactly deſcribed, if he turns to Rom. i. | 

| „ . Peter exhorts us, with all di- 
bg: ligence to add to our Fatih, Virtue, and to 
= Virtue, Knowlege ; but with Dr. Prieſtley, 5 
Et Faith and Knowlege are one and the fame 
| thing : the Doctor conſiders Faith in the 
fame point of view, in which philoſophers _ 
conſider taking any thing upon truſt; and he 
diſdains to believe, what he thinks himſelf 
Z competent to know, and fully to underſtand. 
| He thinks that the Creator, who hath iſſued 
his decree to the waves of the ſea, and hath N 
ſaid to them, Hitherto ſhall ye go, and | 
no further, has ſet no ſuch bounds to the 
powers of human reaſon; and the dreadful | 
conſequences of this proud imagination were 
never more clearly ſeen, than in the Letter 
| | now 
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1 
now before you, wherein he is recommend- 
ing the Study of the Object of religious Wor = 
ip an Apoſtle has told you, what is bet- 
ter worth your attention, that he that cometh 
to Gor, muſt believe that he is, and that he 
5 4 Rewarder of them that OY ſeek 


Bim. I 


The Doctor tells you, in words, that I 
really with horror tranſcribe, * If the Son 
of Mary have a Gop and Father,” (which 
he acknowleges in a multitude of paſſages 
of the New Teſtament) . you are brethren ; 
and you ought no more, without an expreſs 
Divine Authority for it, to worſhip him, 

than he ought to worſhip you.” And have 
= we not expreſs Divine Authority for it, when 
we are required to h9ngur the Son, EVEN AS 
we honour the Father? He adds, You 
are equally dependent upon the ſame Gop 
and Father of all.” I preſume, the Doctor 
would find it pretty difficult, in an hour of 
diſtreſs, to command the attendance of twelve 
legions of angels for his ſupport ; and there- 
fore ſurely we are not equally dependent. 
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Neither of you have any thing but what 
he gave; what you are alike accountable to 


him for, and what he can reſume at his ſo- 
vereign pleaſure.” 


This is really ſuch an 
inſult to the Divinity of our bleſſed Saviour 8 
perſon and character, ſo contradictory to 
the whole tenor of Scripture, that it is only 
neceſſary to have the pain of reciting it, 


without laying before you that body of evi- 
dence to confute it, with which every page 


almoſt of the New Teſtament will abun- 
 Gantly ſupply you. 


The Doctor, 'K p. 52, complains, that the 
Dean of Canterbury has only recommended 
ſuch works as were ; profeſſedly written in 
defence of the Doctrine of the Trinity 


and this, he ſays, « is not of a piece 


with his uſual candour and liberality.” 


I muſt confeſs this is one of the oddeſt 
complaints I have ever heard : the wonder 
would have been, if the Dean had done 
otherwiſe : he might be well aſſured, that 
the Doctor would not fail to recommend any 


author's writings which he thought might 
ſerve 


t 3s 1 


ſerve to eſtabliſh his own principles: the 


Dean's recommendation, therefore, of ſuch 


| works, would really have been ſomething 
extraordinary; and he mult, I preſume, have 
expreſſed himſelf in ſome ſuch way as this: 
« Theſe are my ſentiments ; but, if I am 
not ſo happy as to be able to convince you 


that I am in the right, the writings of Dr. 


Prieſtley, Dr. Price, and Mr. Lindley, if 


you will give yourſelves the trouble to ex- 


amine them, may perhaps convince you 


that 1 am in the wrong ; which will anſwer 
your purpoſe full as well, ſince it is only 


| neceſſary for you to ſee things in a new, 1. e. 


a juſter light.” 


Very different, ſays the Doctor, is the 


conduct of the preſent excellent Biſhop of 
Landaff; very different, indeed. In his 
Lift of Books, which he recommends to 


the Students in Divinity, (and why not 
in the books themſelves?) he has in- 


ſerted works written for and againſt every 
doctrine of importance. He certainly has: 


and I have often formed to my imagi- 
* nation 
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ef Divine Truth, and the only means of re- 
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nation the idea of a pious, well-meaning 
Welſh Curate, ſitting down with his Dio- 
ceſan's volumes before him; full of grati- 


tude, full of veneration and reſpect for his 


generous and learned Benefactor, who had 
ſtored his library with ſuch an abundant 
ſupply for his congregations, at little more 
than the expence of tranſcribing, and ſome 
little alteration in the arrangement. But 
having gone through the orthodox, and truly 
ſcriptural writings, of one or more of thoſe 


venerable authors before him, methinks I 


fee him all aghaſt, on finding this writer 
flatly contradicted by another: the effect of 
which muſt needs be ſuch a jumble of diſ- 


cordant doctrines in the head of this poor 


bewildered Student, as leaves him in a ſtate 
of much more profound ignorance than it 


found him in; and drives him at laſt to that 
reſource, from which it had been better if 
the excellent Biſhop had never withdrawn 
him by ſuch a perplexing courſe of ſtudy: 
like the equally we!l-diſpoſed Bereans, 1 
fee him return to the Scriptures as the teſt 


con- 


1 
conciling and quieting his mind, amidſt the -- 
confuſion excited by this Prelate's moſt ex- 
W en 


The Doctor tells you, p. 53. © If it be | 

: ooliible to prove that the Doctrine of the | 
0 Trinity is not contrary to reaſon, that it is 

i agrecable to the Scriptures, and that it has ; 

the countenance of primitive antiquity, it o 

„ will be done.” TI really think it has been — 

- done, to the ſatisfaction of every candid and 


unprejudiced enquirer, in a variety of pub- 
lications which this controverſy has drawn 


F forth. That this doctrine is not contrary to | 
5 reaſon, is as evident to the underſtanding, b 
as the * concentration of three co-exiſtent > f 

powers, viz. Fire, Light, and Air, uni- # 

tedly producing 1 in the great luminary of the 

world 

„ This illuſtration, I am told, originated with 

Mr. Hutchinſon, and has been adopted by his Read- ; 

ers, & ſuch as approve of his philoſophy.—I can 


only ſay, that this may or may not be the caſe: 

thus mach [ can with truth declare, that I am an 
utter ſtranger to that Author's writings, having | i 
never read Ralf a volume of them in my life, | 
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er 
world thoſe bleſſed effets, which are daily 


experienced by the animal and vegetable 
creation. And, / parva licet componere 


magnis, here is a fair ground of reaſoning 


from analogy.—That this Doctrine is agree- 


able to the Scriptures, and abundantly con- 


firmed by the collective evidence contained in 
them, has been as fully demonſtrated, by a 


variety of authors of the firſt reputation, as 


the ſubject is capable of : And, with regard 
to primitive antiquity, I think very little 
ſtreſs is to be laid on its authority, either 
one way or the other; eſpecially if what 
the Doctor tells you, be true, that the 


great body of Primitive Chriſtians were 
Unitarians. The difficulty of obtaining 
evidence of the authenticity of, their wri- 


tings, the number of inſtances in which 
they are interpolated, mutilated, and full 
of errors ; the tallibility of ancient, as well 


as modern writers; all theſe are powerful 


objections to our ſuffering this Doctrine to 
reft on a foundation ſo weak and inſecure as 
that of even Primitive Authority ; when it 


N otherwiſe ſtands eſtabliſhed on a Rock, upon 


which 


{£8 


1 
which all the efforts of its indefatigable ad- 
verſary, your new Inſtructor, will make not 
the leaſt impreſſion. . ; 


The Doctor ſeems to think, that, as a text 
of Scripture 1s a text of Scripture, it matters 
4 not from whoſe mouth it comes, if it does 
| but anſwer his degrading purpoſe; and 
therefore he quotes what was ſpoken of our 
Saviour by thoſe who conſidered him, as 
the Doctor himſelf does, as a mere man; 


and thinks to convince you by the teſti. ; 
mony of perſons, then in a ſtate of ig- ME. 1 
norance and unbelief. He tells you, on the 
authority of thoſe, whoſe eyes were Holden 5 
that they ſhould not know him, that he was 1 
femply © a Prophet, mighty in word and : 
deed.” The Doctor is happy in adducing | 
that paſſage in Acts, ii. 22, where St. Peter 


ſpeaks of Jeſus of Nazareth, « Man, ap- 
proved of God, by SIGNS, WoNnDERs, and 
MIGHTY DEEDs, which Gop did by him: — 
but here alſo, perhaps, this tranſlation, eſpe- | 
cially under the Doctor's improvement, fa- 
yours his purpoſe more than the original. 


would, 
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would, if he had either leiſure or inclination 


to pay it that attention which is due to 
it. | The words are, 'Inozv 0e Na c &, Gude 


ly 


1 e N 3 | | >” e Wee | Us Ie 
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might not theſe words have been juſtly 


tranſlated, © Jeſus of Nazareth, a Man from 
Gon, evidently demonſtrated to you, by 


MiRACLES, and WonDERs, and SIGNs, 


(The Doctor weakens it, through inadver- 


tence or deſign, by his tranſlation Signs, 


Wonders, and mighty Deeds} which Gop 
did by him in the midſt of you?“ This is 


by no means a ſingular inſtance, in which 
Gov, acting in or by the Man Chriſt Jeſus, 


3 intended to expreſs the power of the Di- 


HI 


vinity, acting in the human nature of Chriſt; 


and not Chriſt acting by a delegated, or 


communicated power, However, as the 
Doctor thinks it impoſſible that you can 
believe any thing like this, and therefore 
that the Church of England, in which you 


are about to officiate, 1s idolatrous, like the 


Church of Rome, he calls upon you to 
come out of her, and be ſeparate: and, no 
dvubt, you will obey his call, 

— 5 In 


E i 
In tlie ſame page, 54, the Doctor calls 
upon all his antagoniſts, with the ſpirit of 
GoL IAA himſelf, to come forth and make _ 
good what they have advanced; as if hitherto 


they had only been dealing in unſupported 


aſſertions, when I believe moſt of their read- 


ers think they have already ſaid enough to 
confiite him: to ſilence him, is quite a WING 


rent matter. 6 


LETTER III. —The D rficulties attend g 


an open Acknowlegement of THE TRUTH, 


form the ſubject of the Doctor's Third Let- 


ter to you. And here indeed he addreſſes 
your feelings with all his powers : the Doc= 
tor reminds you, that you have no other 
proſpect in life, but that of officiating in a 
church, in which the Doctrine of the Tri- 
nity, to the examination (or rather re- 


jection) of which, he wiſhes to draw your 


attention, is actually received. Now, Gen- 
tlemen, I with, on my part, to direct your 


attention to the Title of this Letter; in which 


are ſuggeſted to you the difficulties attend- 
ant upon an open acknowlegement of he 


RE” 7. ruth, 


[VETS 


Truth, But here we may alk Pilate's queſ- 
tion; What is Truth? The Doctor ſhould 
have worded it thus: The difficulties at- 
lendant upon an open acknowlegement of My 
PRINCIPLES.“ He forgets that the mat- 
ter, for any thing he has done to decide it, 
_ is ſtill ſab judice; if it may not rather be 
ſaid to have been fully determined againſt 
him. And yet, really, Gentlemen, after 
all, if you wiſh to adopt the Doctor's ſen- 
timents, quod nolit Deus! } I will venture ij 
to inſure you from any harm to your perſon 0 
or your property, for a very ſmall ſum. * 
The Doctor, Gentlemen, is himſelf as free 

in his perſon, as he is in his writings; his 
liberty and property are equally ſecure; and 5 
his demands on Mr. Pitt are, therefore, as 
unreaſonable as they are inſolent. Nay, I ; 
dare promiſe you a good ſhare of the emo- 
luments of your profeſſion, if you have other 
recommendations, and good connections; pro- 
vided the Doctor's arguments againſt Sub- 
ſcription have not excited an alarm in your 
breaſts; for I do not find that men's pri- | 
vate judgment, may I not add even their | 
public 
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1 
public avowal of very extraordinary ſenti- 
ments, is found to be a bar to their promo- 


tion. He will tell you a very affecting ſtory 

indeed, in which he contrives to inſinuate 
ſomething very much to his own advantage, 
as a man of ſenſibility; but he could tell 
you very many more of others, who, pro- 


fiting by his inſtructions, believe as little as 


they like, and hold as much as they can 
get. The Doctor could not bring himſelf 
to adviſe his veteran convert, weeping di- 
ſtreſsfully, to do that which in the ſame 
circumſtances he might not himſelf have 


been capable of doing: I think there was 
no room to heſitate, if the matter ſtands as 


the Doctor verily believes : If the Church 
of England $ Service | is idolatrous, its wor- 


ſhip is abominable in the fight of Gop; 


and every thing is to be hazarded, rather 
than men ſhould perſiſt in a condemning 
Sin; upon this well-known principle 
What ſhall it profit a man if he ſhall gain 
the whole world, and loſe his own ſoul ? 
Or what can a man with ſafety retain in 


exchange for his ſoul ?” The Doctor tells 


you 
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ou there is a great Being, higher than the 
_ higheſt, who will one day viſit for Zhe/e 
things. Perhaps we do not exactly agree as 
to what things are likely to bring upon us 
the viſitation of Heaven; for my part, I 
think nothing ſo likely to produce this ef- 
fe, as a contemptuous diſhonour of that 
| NAME, which 7s ABOVE EVERY OTHER 77; 
heaven and in earth, | : 


Doctor P. recommends, p. 58, a Pe- 


tition for a Removal of Subſcription to any 
human Articles of Faith, which in the next 


page he ſtyles Matters of Opinion ; and for 


leave to alter the Public Liturgy, with the 
conſent of your Pariſhioners, I believe, Gen- 


tlemen, the beſt commentary on this pro- 


poſal is, to make no obſervation upon it, 
but to leave the glare of its abſurdity 2 
proprio ſplendore before your eyes. With 


reſpect to the node of application, I think 


the Doctor has given you ſuch a ſpecimen, 
in his letter to Mr. Pitt, that you can never 
be at a loſs for language, manner, and ad- 


areſs, provided you ſhould determine upon 


fach 2 Petition. 


The 


L417... 

The Doctor, I dare ſay, will have na 
difficulty in ſhewing where Chriſt taught 
all his Diſciples to“ worſhip the Being 
whom himſelf worſhipped as the only true 
Gop.” He prays the Father, that his 
Diſciples may believe, that he is in the Fa- 
ther, and the Father in him whether Dr. 
P.'s Creed brings him within the reach of 
this gracious interceſſion, judge ye. 


You are required to rell the Governors, 
in the language, no doubt, which the Doc- 
tor himſelf has taught you, that it is ſuffi- 
cient if, believing nothing but what they 
underſtand, men be good citizens: here 
22ain the Doctor carries his abhorrence of 
an ipſe dixit even to the very foot of the 
throne of a God of Truth; and rejects with 
ſcorn that Revelation of himſelf, which 
Divine Wiſdom hath made to the ſons of 
men, till upon examination he thoroughly 
underſtands it. I begin to ſuſpect, or ra- 
ther I have long ſuſpected, that the Doctor 
is himſelf a Gnoſtich, and that his affectation 
of Knowlege has proved deſtructive to his 
Faith. e 55 | 
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The Doctor tells you, Gentlemen, that 
* confiderable number of the moſt intel- 


ligent and beſt-diſpoſed young men have 
declined to enter into the Miniſtry, when 
they ſeriouſly reflected on the terms on 
- which they muſt have done ie.” 
tor not having favoured us with this re- 
ſpectable liſt, we can form no judgment of 
the nature or degree of the loſs which the 
Miniftry has ſuſtained ; we can only ſay, 
that if it be really the caſe, the Doctor's 
principles have done much leſs harm in 
preventing young men from engaging in the 
work of the Miniſtry, at a time when they 


The Doc- 


might become uſeful in a variety of other 


_employments, than in diſtreſſing venerable 
Miniſters, 
diiſcharge of their duty. 


and interrupting them in the 


Having told you, p. 63, that the great 
body of common Chriſtians, in primitive 
| times, the very perſons for whoſe uſe the 
books of the New "Teſtament were written, 


were Unitarians; which is one among 


his numerous gratis diffa; the Doctor 


| | aſſures 


* 1 


aſſures you, on no better authority, that the 
common people of this country cannot, 
without great injuſtice, be confidered as 
Trinitarians: more than nine in ten, he is 


pretty confident, would be better pleaſed 
with an Unitarian than a Trinitarian Li- 


turgy. 


But I am ſure, Gentlemen, that within 


the compaſs of your limited experience and 


obſervation you muſt have already found, 


that not one in ten of the common people 


troubles himfelf about any Liturgy. at 


all, or profeſſes to believe or know any thing 


of the matter: the few who do “' inte- 


reſt themſelves in the affair, with an hu- 
mility becoming their ſtation and attain- 


ments, are ready to ſubmit to the direction 


and better judgment of their inſtructors ; 


and will cheerfully and peacefully go on in 


| the uſe of the preſent eſtabliſhed forms of 
religion, if not diſturbed, interrupted, and 
diſquieted by the uncandid animadverſions 


of this buſy Reformer. 


You | 
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| You are told, p. 62, chat the thinking 
part of the Clergy would prefer a form of 


public worſhip confined 7% One God, the 


Father, could they be ſure that every thing = 


elſe relating -to the eftabliſhment might remain 
unaltered. You cannot miſunderſtand the 
Doctor, who takes all opportunities of aſ- 


ſerting or inſinuating, that the Clergy of the 


Church of England are chiefly concerned 


about retaining the Emoluments, whatever 


becomes of the Truths, of the eſtabliſhed. 


religion; and that, if the former can but 


be ſecured, the latter will be readily left to 
ſhift for themſelves. 


In p. 42 of his Loni to Mr. Pitt, he 


: ſpeaks more plainly : Only remove,” ſays 


he, © every motive of intereſt, ariſing from 
the emoluments of an eſtabliſhment, and be 
aſſured you will leave :29t5ing for which 
men will find theinſelves much diſpoſed to 


fight.” This, I truſt, is a cenſure as ill- 
founded, as it is illiberal; and is really un- 

5 worthy of a reply. 
I have 


[ 49 ] 

I have ſome reaſon to fear, you will think 
more notice has been taken of many parti- 
culars in theſe Letters than they deſerved ; 
but if my affectionate regard for your peace 
in this world, and your happineſs in the 

next, has carried me in any inſtance beyond 
the bounds of prudence; if I may have been 

| betrayed into any expreſſion of warmth, that 

may wear the appearance of a want of cha- 

rity for the Doctor, I beg leave here, in the 
moſt ſolemn manner, to proteſt againſt the 
reality of it. As I reckon him among the 
firſt of thoſe that not only err, and are de- 
ceived themſelves, but that are inceſſantly 
labouring to deceive and miſlead others, I 
do moſt devoutly pray to that Gop, who 
| ſheweth unto them that are in error the 
light of his truth, that he would not only 
bring him into the way of righteouſneſs, 
but alſo make him a powerful inſtrument of 
reclaiming others to the worſhip of HIN 
whom now he denies. The Doctor ſeems 
to ſuppoſe it as much a matter of indiffe- 
| rence, what men receive and embrace as 
Articles of Faith, as what 1s their opinion 
LT 
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on- the moſt ordinary matter preſented to -- 
their enquiry. And this may perhaps ſerve 
as a ſupport, however treacherous, to his 
mind, which muſt be diſtracted with fear, if 
he reflected, that as there is only ONE LORD, 
fo there is only Ons FAITERH; 
without this F hs it is 0 ible to pleaſe 


Gop. 


You have before your eyes, Gentlemen, 


an Example, which I truſt will be of fervice 
to many of you as long as you live: an Ex- 


ample of lively parts, and indefatigable i in- 


duſtry, combined to deſtroy, what they 
were given, by the great Author of our be- 
ing, to promote, the peace and happineſs, 
and welfare of mankind. And I truſt, when 
you conſider that Pride is at the bottom of 
all this miſchief; That Pride, which diſ- 
dains to embrace any mode of Faith, which 
it cannot fully comprehend, and ſatisfacto- 
rily explain and account for ; That Pride, 
which affects a clearer and fuller diſcern- 
ment of the things of Gop, than falls to 
the lot of other men ; That Pride, which 
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induces us to make an oſtentatious diſplay 


of human learning, which in matters of 
Revelation has very little to do, except to 
enable us to judge of the evidence on which 
tbat Revelation 18 grounded; That Pride, 
which naturally leads Dr. P. and his © think- 
ing Friends” to deny the fall of human na- 
ture, and conſequently to ſpurn at the mer- 


cies of Gop our Saviour; I ſay, when you 


conſider, that it is unqueſtionably Pride 

which bath brought on your preſumptuous 
Teacher, that wes, that blindneſs and 
hardneſs of heart, (the one as conſequential 


of the other) Be it your endeavour and 


prayer to Gop, that ye may be clothed 


with that humility, which is ready to bow 


down itſelf, with all imaginable reverence, 


to the Revelation of Gop. This diſpoſi- 


tion of mind, be aſſured, while it is not 


unfriendly to a free, but modeſt, enquiry 


into the deep things of Gop, will guard 


you againſt an arrogant deſire of ſearching 

into what is not a proper ſubject of minute 
enquiry. It will check every preſumptuous 
_ endeavour to explain, what it is. the pro- 


1 ” vince 


1 
vince of humility to übte you will never 
- then be tempted petulantly to reject a doc- 
= trine 2s repugnant to your reaſon, becauſe 
it is above it: you will readily acquieſce in 
the truth of what you are convinced, by a 
thorough inveſtigation of the evidence, both 
external and internal, of its authority, is 
given by inſpiration of Gop, and is wÞ@\upecs 
pos di9zoxanay, Profitable for doctrine, cor- 
rection, and inſtruction in righteouſneſs, that 
the Man of God, perſons inveſted, as you 
are about to be, with authority to preach 
the Word of God, and to miniſter in his 
Church, may be perfect, and thoroughly fur- 
niſbed unto all good works : not liable to be 
carried about, like children, with every 
wind of doctrine, but firmly eſtabliſhed i in 
the Goſpel of 700 Chriſt, 


i. 


Of the Doctor 8 Fourth and Fifth Leide 
the firſt containing Animadverſions on Dr. 
Purkis's excellent Sermon before the Univer- 
ſity of Cambridge, the latter, Strictures on 
Mr. Jones's Catholic Doctrine of the Trinity, 
I purpoſely avoid ſaying any thing, be auſe 
thoſe Gentlemen are 3 well able, if they 
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ſhould think it neceſſary or expedient to 
give the Doctor full ſatisfaction, without 
any aſſiſtance from my feeble hand. The 
firſt of theſe Gentlemen is only known to 
me by his ſenſible, animated diſcourſe ; 
the laſt I have long known and reſpetind, 
as his various writings, and' his excellent 
character deſerve : his Theology, and his 
Philoſophy, will endure the teſt of the Z 
cloſeſt inveſtigation, and remain firm and 
. unſhaken, when all that Dr. P. has writ- 
ten ſhall have vaniſhed as a morning cloud, 
and be blown away, as chaff before the wind. 
The Doctor's Remarks on Mr. Jones's Ca- 
tholic Doctrine, which are as pointed as 
any of his moſt angry retorts on Dr. Horſley, 
ſerve only to put me in mind of Dr. John- 
ſon's reply to a friend, who aſked him his 
opinion of Mr. Edwards's Canons of Criti- 


ciſm, written againſt Dr. Warburton's edi- 
tion of Shakeſpeare : © Yes, Sir,” fays he, 
= I have ſeen the ſaucy fellow's Animad- 
5 verſions; and I have only this obſervation 
to make upon them; that a Fly may ſting 
a Horſe ; yet the Horſe is ſtill a Horſe, and 
. 5 the 
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the Fly, Sir, is nothing more than a Fly.” 
The fame may alſo be faid with reſpect to 
the Doctor's Letter to his very ſuperior an- 
tagoniſt, Mr. Parkhurſt; with whom he 
is diſpoſed to quarrel, chiefly becauſe Mr. 
Parkhurſt has not given him 300 ſtripes in- 
ſtead of 30. As to the Dean of Canter- 
bury, the Doctor ſeems ſo proud of this re- 
ſpectable adverſary, that he is courting him 
with ſoft epithets and ſoothing language to 
come forward in the controverſy ; but it is 
rather to be hoped, that the Dean, who is 
fo well able to do it, will employ his time 
and his abilities to better advantage. As to 
his Letters to Dr. Price, I have only to re- 
mark, that it 18 ole E been, and it 18 wor th 
no man's while to loſe much time in eſti- 
mating the proportion of error between 
them, if both are in the wrong. 
TS os 
With the ſincereſt reſpect and om, 
Gentlemen, 
Your faithful Geng, 
and humble ſervant, 


PHILALETHES, 


1 
POSTSCRIPT, 
I have declined ſubjoining my name, not 


_ from any apprehenſion of, meeting the Doc- . 


tor upon his own ground, which I know to 
be moſt treacherous, but, firſt, leſt its in- 


i ſignificance ſhould provoke this mighty 
_ Philiſtine to anger; and, ſecondly, becauſe 5 
I do not intend that any thing ſhall induce 
me to reply to a man, determined at all 


events to have the laſt word ; and whom it 
18 {0 much eaſier to convict, than to con- 
vince. My with is, that he ſhould never 
take any notice of 1 It ; it 18 written, Gentle- 
men, to you, and not to Dr. Prieſtley ; in 


the hope, not of converting him, but of 


preſerving you. From your candour and 


ingenuity every thing may be expected; but 


from the other quarter every thing is to be 


deſpaired of. And indeed I cannot but wiſh, 
that all who have hitherto engaged in this 
_ controverſy, had formed the ſame reſolution 
with myſelf : the effect of their writings 


having been only to produce farther inſtances 
of ſcorn and contempt of things and perſons, 
that ought ever to be holden, by Chriſtians, 


in the higheſt veneration. 


1 ſhall 


„ 7 
vx SS. Sd 


We 


"oh 


4 
ö 


2 
— 
7 
* 
« 
9. 
* 
* 


is gent 


V. 


bY 
: 
4 
* 
4 
, 
ey 
: 
- 


* 


tte 


E 


7 


- 


itics 
. 


We 


hat which 


*. 


* 


way of cau 


feet. 


* 
- 
. 
* 
x 
bs 


* 


* 


the Doctor's L 
es in Pol 
from the bottom, for “t 


ipl 


LY 


15 per, 


rinc 


1 
2 


rks on 


- 


* 


> 
8 


ema 


I 

- 
* 
0 


ine 7 


— 


> 
»* 
* 
- 
a 
* 
* 
— 


iſchievo 
read ** that which 


oh 
5 
: 
"4 
2 
42 
* 


2 
* 
* 
2 
1 
#4: 
3 
hs 
i 


P. 3 I D 1 


ods; rr 
— — — — 
. 3 


— — 4 1 2 ? J 5 
” — * >. — — — De — —— 
Ci —— —— 2 * 
WES, — 9 E —— 
— * n - * , = , = PP” I 
Oe — * — d et — - . A K FO TAY EGS N <2 — 4 _ 
: 4 --, 
N r 1 — Cp * 
3 e 
* R — . 
— en rr B67 — D — . 2 — ip ocice ” * 
— 8 >» ICT” — . mA ne i „ 
TIS ELIT IP — 8 : 8 — 1 
. — Eat, * 7 Acc ROE TT Ps. vn = oY 2 
ay . oe En, er — n y 9 * . 8 5 —— [ «5 
0 re — 2 U 1 3 ny —_ CM 


ne * 
„ — 
— —— — 


— 


2 


N 


„ 


